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MANUFACTURING 


Texas manufacturing employment slipped 0.9% from 
mid-February to mid-March to an estimated 337,100 
workers. However, employment was 3.8% above March 
1947. 

Employment in durable goods industries declined 
0.6% from February to March, but gained 3.0% above 
a year earlier. All durable goods industries showed 
February-to-March decreases in employment except ma- 
chinery, other than electrical (0.6%), nonferrous metals 
(0.9%), and stone, clay, and glass (2.1%) establish- 
ments. Over-the-year changes varied from a 14.1% 
gain in nonferrous metals to a 16.2% decline in em- 
ployment of “other” durable goods establishments. 

Employment in nondurable goods industries was 
down 1.2% from February, but remained 4.3% above 
March 1947. Although gains were registered by tex- 
tile and chemical industries, employment was below 
the February level in other nondurable goods indus- 
tries. Outstanding March-to-March increases in em- 
ployment were turned in by printing and publishing 
(24.1%) and textile (11.2%) industries. 

Pay roll changes in Texas manufacturing establish- 
ments varied between mid-February and mid-March, 
ranging from a 15.2% increase in “other” machinery, 
except electrical, to a 16.6% decline in planing mills. 
Generally, as a result of increased employment and 
hourly earnings, pay rolls were above the March 1947 
level. Beverage manufacturers turned in the highest 
March-to-March pay roll gain of 59.5%. 

Weekly hours were below year-ago levels in 21 types 
of Texas manufacturing industries, while 20 averaged 
a longer work week. Cotton oil mills registered 52.2 
hours for the highest average weekly hours. Although 
men’s clothing factories increased weekly hours 1.9% 
from March 1947, they reported the shortest work-week 
at mid-March. 

Hourly earnings in 35 Texas manufacturing indus- 
tries were above March 1947. Gains ranged from 0.2% 
in grain mill products plants to 46.8% in “other” non- 
ferrous metal establishments. Only 6 industries showed 
lower hourly earnings than a year earlier, as decreases 
ranged from 0.6% in furniture manufacturing plan 
to 46.1% in “other” apparel factories. However, these 
xtreme variations occurred in establishments having 
a smaller number of workers than those having minor 
changes. 

Mid-March weekly earnings were above March 1947 
as a result of increased hourly earnings. Among 41 
manufacturing industries, 30 showed March-to-March 
gains in weekly earnings. On the other hand, 11 re- 
ported lower weekly earnings than a year earlier. 


Van-hours dropped 2.1% from mid-February to 
mid-March to 0.8% above March 1947. 

FOOD. Employment in the Texas food industry 
dropped 1.9% to an estimated 67,100 workers. Com- 
pared with March 1947, employment was up 6.3%. 
Likewise, pay rolls fell 4.0% from February to March. 
but remained 8.1% above a year earlier. Except for a 
13.4% gain in pay rolls of beverage plants, all food 
manufacturers reported February-to-March declines. 

Despite a 4.9% drop in average weekly hours, a 
17.5% gain in hourly earnings pushed average weekly 
earnings in the food industry 11.6% above March 1947. 
Weekly hours rose above March 1947 in ice cream 
plants (2.6%), confectioneries (14.3%), and ice plants 
(8.5%); all other food manufacturers reported de- 
clines. All food manufacturers advanced hourly earn- 
ings from 0.2% in grain mill products establishments 
to 14.2% in beverage plants. Except for declines in 
bakeries (0.5%) and grain mill products (13.7%). 
weekly earnings of all food industries gained from 
3.9% to 20.2% above March 1947. 

Man-hours worked in the State’s food manufacturing 
plants dropped 5.6% from February and 2.7% from 
March 1947. 

PETROLEUM REFINING. Employment in petroleum 
refineries was unchanged from mid-February to mid 
March. Compared to March 1947, employment was 


ESTIMATES OF MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT IN TEXAS 


(in thousands) 








Percent change 


Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 
from from 


Mar. Feb. Mar. 
Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 


Industry 1948 1948 1947 





TOTAL 337.1 340.2 $24.8 + 3.8 — 








DURABLE GOODS, 

TOTAL 140.2 
Iron and steel 19.4 
Machinery, except elec- 

trical 31.3 
Transportation equipment, 

except automobile 23. 
Nonferrous metals 11.8 
Lumber and timber 80. 
Furniture 11. 
Stone, clay, and glass 9. 
Other durable goods 3 
NONDURABLE GOODS, 

TOTAL 
Textiles 
Apparel 
Food 
Paper and allied products 
Printing and publishing 
Chemicals 
Petroleum : es 
Other nondurable goods 
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down 2.8%. Pay rolls fell 2.2% from February, re- 
flecting a 2.3% decrease in man-hours worked. How- 
ever, pay rolls stepped up 12.4% over a year earlier. 
CHANGES IN PRODUCTION WORKER EMPLOYMENT AND 


PAY ROLLS IN MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN TEXAS* 


(in percent) 














Employment Pay rolls 
Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 
Industry from from from from 
Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 





Durable goods: 





Iron and steel + 6.4 1.5 + 22.4 1.5 

Gray iron and semi-steel 

castings — 1.8 + 2.1 + 18.7 4.7 
Fabricated structural and 

crnamental metalwork + 11.3 0.0 30.4 - 4.9 
Power boilers + 15.8 4.5 21.5 8.2 
Other — 11.5 — 5.8 3.4 + 2.4 

Machinery, except elec- 

trical 22 0.9 5.7 - 1.9 
Oil field equipment 7.7 0.2 1.4 3.9 
Industrial equipment 6.1 0.0 — 38.5 — is 
Other + 10.9 + 2.8 20.6 15.2 

Nonferrous metals + 1.5 0.7 10.2 0.4 
Smelting and refining + 2.9 0.1 11.9 2.9 
Other —- 5.9 4+ 5.0 + 0.6 14.9 

Lumber and timber + 11.6 . 0.7 18.3 11.0 
Saw mills - 2.2 — 0.5 6.8 — 4.3 
Planing mills + 33.0 0.8 33.8 — 16.6 

Furniture and finished 

lumber — 5.0 - 3.7 4.5 1.8 
Furniture + 26.0 1.9 29.6 4.6 
Other 11.9 4.5 11.9 — 0.6 

Stone, clay, and glass + 6.2 1.1 2.0 0.8 
Cement + 16.5 2.9 15.5 — 6.5 
Brick and tile — 2.0 1.7 3.0 4.9 
Other + 0.6 1.2 9.1 + 9.0 

Other durable goods - 7.0 — 2.5 6.2 — 2.1 
Nondurable goods: 

Textiles + 2.8 0.4 14.3 + 1.0 
Cotton textile mills + 3.5 0.5 + 14.8 + 1.1 
Other — 18.3 — 3.6 15.1 — 38.1 

Apparel - 4.4 — 2.2 5.9 —- 3.9 
Men’s clothing — 23.1 7.5 11.5 — 5.5 
Women’s clothing + 9.0 0.6 + 15.8 — 46 
Other + 26.5 3.0 + 34.8 — 0.5 

Food +t 1.6 3.0 + §8.1 — 4.0 
Slaughtering and meat 

packing — 9.4 + 0.5 — 4.6 
Ice cream 3.7 + 12.9 — 0.8 
Grain mill products + 1. — 11,1 — 65.3 
Baking - 0.7 + 31.2 — 5.6 
Confectionery = — 18.5 — 10.5 — 15.1 
Beverages 17.5 59.5 + 18.4 
Ice — — 0.9 + 12.4 — 2.0 
Other — 4.7 + 9.3 — 4.0 

Paper - 0.4 + 10.9 — 2.4 
Paper boxes and con- 

tainers + 1.46 — 4.6 + 7.9 — 8.2 
Other + 9.0 + 6.0 + 14.7 + 4.7 

Printing and publishing + 9.4 — 0.5 + 27.9 + 3.7 
Newspaper publishing + 18.5 + 1.1 + 34.4 + 4.9 
Commercial printing + 0.7 + 0.3 + 18.7 + 3.4 
Other + 2.6 — 8.1 + 3.8 — 3.1 

Chemicals + 10.3 + 0.2 + 14.3 + 2.9 
Industrial chemicals + 20.1 + 3.5 + 17.5 + 14.0 
Cotton oil mills + 16.1 — 6.6 + 21.2 — 9.2 
Synthetic rubber — 0.4 + 2.7 + 11.0 — 0.3 
Other + 3.4 + 0.9 + 9.3 — 0.5 

Petroleum refining -— 02 + 0.8 + 12.4 — 22 

Other nondurable goods — 16.9 — 8.0 — 17.1 — 8.4 








*Based on reports of 419 identical establishments. Figures do not 


cover proprietors, firm members, officers of corporations or other prin- 
cipal executives. 


Increased weekly hours (2.1%) and hourly earnings 
(10.4% ) pushed average weekly earnings 12.7% above 
March 1947. 

LUMBER AND TIMBER. March employment slipped 
1.3% from February to an estimated 30,700 workers, 
or 7.7% more than a year earlier. Pay rolls fell 11.0% 
from February, or 18.3% over March 1947. Saw mills 
decreased weekly hours 0.5%, but a 10.4% rise in 
hourly earnings resulted in a 10.0% gain in weekly 


CHANGES IN MAN-HOURS WORKED IN IDENTICAL MANU- 
FACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS IN TEXAS 




















Number Percent change 
ea. Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 

lustry establish- from from 
ments Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 

TOTAL 419 + 0.8 - 2.1 
Durable goods: 

Iron and steel 32 t 11.0 - 0.3 
Gray iron and semi-steel cast- 

ings 5 + 2.6 =~ O01 
Fabricated structural and orna- 

mental metalwork 12 + 18.4 1.9 
Power boilers 5 13.5 7.4 
Other 7 4.2 6.8 

Machinery, except electrical 36 — 2.7 2.3 
Oil field equipment 10 — 8.4 — 1.6 
Industrial equipment 21 6.5 - 1.3 
Other 5 + 10.1 ~ 11.5 

Nonferrous metals 7 4.6 - 1.0 
Smelting and refining 4 + 2.8 — 2.2 
Other - 3 35.5 7.9 

Lumber and timber : 13 14.3 - 11.2 
Saw mills 3 3.3 4.5 
Planing mills 10 + 29.8 — 17.7 

Furniture and finished lumber 27 — 9.8 2.3 
Furniture 5 + 18.7 — 5.7 
Other finished lumber 22 — 16.1 — 11 

Stone, clay, and glass 28 : 27 2.8 
Cement 5 + 6.3 — 65.6 
Brick and tile 10 — 6.5 + 9.3 
Other 13 — 9.6 + 10.1 

Other durable goods 4 — 3.2 1.1 
Nondurable goods: 

Textiles 1] 6.5 iZ 
Apparel 28 4.6 dai 
Men’s clothing 9 — 21.3 — €s8 
Women’s clothing 10 4 11.0 — 22 
Other 9 + 39.3 a ge 

Food 99 — 2.7 — 5.6 
Slaughtering and meat pack- 

ing 10 — 8.9 — 6.9 
Ice cream < x + 1.3 + 1.0 
Grain mill products 8 — 11.9 — 5.0 
Baking 10 + 22.0 — 4.5 
Confectionery 5 — 17.8 — 16.6 
Beverages 23 + 26.8 + 27 
Ice 9 + 8.1 — 38.4 
Other 26 — $3.1 — 6.4 

Paper and allied products 9 - 3.8 — 45 
Paper boxes and containers 6 — 2.5 — 9.4 
Other paper and allied prod- 

ucts 3 — 7.7 + 15.6 

Printing and publishing 32 + 9.9 + 0.6 
Newspaper printing + 16.3 + 2.5 
Commercial printing 16 + 4.8 + 1.6 
Other “x / 7 — 2.2 — 6.4 

Chemicals ; 55 + 6.7 + 0.1 
Synthetic rubber 3 + 0.6 + 1.1 
Cotton oil mills i + 12.3 — 9.6 
Industrial chemicals 5 5 + 10.3 + 5.9 
Other kaleia Poet 19 + 1.6 + 4.2 

Petroleum refining seeages) |. A + 19 — 2.8 

Other nondurable goods __... 4 — 22.9 — 25.0 











TEXAS EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 








earnings. A 44% decline in weekly hours pushed 
average weekly earnings of workers in planing mills 
2.5% below March 1947, despite a 2.0% increase in 
hourly earnings. 


NONMANUFACTURING 


Texas nonmanufacturing employment gained 0.6% 
from mid-February to mid-March to an estimated 1,- 
326,300 workers, or 3.2% aboev March 1947. 

February-to-March pay roll gains were made by 
brokerage (28.3%), quarrying (7.0%), and dyeing and 
cleaning establishments (1.2%); other nonmanufactur- 
ing industries showed declines from 1.2% in wholesale 
trade to 6.1% in crude petroleum production. Except 
for a 16.4% drop in laundries, pay rolls of all non- 
manufacturing industries were above March 1947 levels. 

Weekly hours were increased in public utilities 
(14.1%) and quarrying (8.5%), while other industries 
showed declines ranging from 0.6% in laundries to 
17.1% in hotels. All establishments except laundries 
(—1.8%) increased hourly earnings over year-ago 
levels. Weekly earnings were above March 1947 in all 
industries except laundries and wholesale trade. 

RETAIL TRADE. Employment in retail trade edged 
slightly upward (0.1%) from February to March, to 
an estimated 279.200 workers. Compared with March 
1947, employment slipped 2.5%. March pay rolls were 

ESTIMATES OF NONMANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT 

IN TEXAS* 


(in thousands) 








Percent change 


Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 











Mar. Feb. Mar. from from 
Industry 1948 1948 1947 Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 
TOTAL 1,326.3 1,318.7 1,284.8 + 3.2 + 0.6 
Mining 92.9 92.2 86.3 + 7.6 + 0.8 
Crude petroleum and nat- 
ural gas production 86.3 85.8 80.0 + 7.9 + 0.6 
Other mining 6.6 6.4 6.3 + 4.8 + 3.1 
Transportation and public 
utilities __ 221.2 221.8 208.9 + 5.9 — 0.3 
Interstate railroads 65.7 66.4 66.9 — 1.8 — 1.1 
Telephone and telegraph $2.1 32.0 29.9 + 7.4 + 0.3 
Other transportation and 
public utilities 123.4 123.4 112.1 +10.1 0.0 
Trade $84.0 383.6 398.1 - 3.5 + 0.1 
Wholesale 104.8 104.6 111.6 — 6.1 + 0.2 
Retail 279.2 279.0 286.5 — 2.5 + 0.1 
General merchandise 56.1 57.4 62.6 —10.4 — 2.3 
Foods and liquor 38.0 87.7 47.3 —19.7 + 0.8 
Automobile 25.6 25.6 25.3 + 1.2 0.0 
Apparel 23.7 22.8 20.9 +138.4 + 3.9 
Other retail trade 135.8 135.5 130.4 + 4.1 + 0.2 
Finance and service 289.5 285.3 267.2 + 8.3 + 1.5 
Bank and trust companies 18.3 18.2 16.5 +-10.9 + 0.5 
Insurance __.... 25.4 25.2 23.38 + 9.0 + 0.8 
Real estate and other fi- 
nancial agencies 26.0 24.9 22.1 +17.6 + 4.4 
Hotels 24.3 24.0 24.7 — 1.6 + 1.8 
Other personal services 50.8 50.4 52.6 — 34 + 0.8 
Medical services 30.4 29.8 26.9 +13.0 + 2.0 
Other business and pro- 
fessional services 114.3 112.8 101.1 +13.1 + 1.3 
Contract construction 97.7 95.2 83.4 +17.1 + 2.6 
Government 241.0 240.6 240.9 0.0 + 0.2 








*Excluding agricultural establishments. 


unchanged from February, but were 8.6% above a year 
earlier. Weekly hours declined 0.7%, but weekly earn- 
ings rose 7.7% above March 1947, as a result of an 
8.5% rise in hourly earnings. 

WHOLESALE TRADE. Employment gained slightly 
(0.2%) from February to March, but the estimated 
104.800 workers were 6.1% below March 1947. Pay 
rolls slipped 1.2% below February to 3.2% above a 
year earlier. Although hourly earnings rose 3.2% above 
March 1947, a 3.2% decline in weekly hours pushed 
weekly earnings 0.1% below a year earlier. 

CRUDE PETROLEUM PRODUCTION. Employment 
rose 0.6% from mid-February to mid-March to an esti- 
mated 86,300 workers, or 7.9% above March 1947. 
Pay rolls fell 6.1% from February, but remained 19.5% 
over March 1947. Although weekly hours were un- 
changed, a 12.3% gain in hourly earnings resulted in 
a 12.3% rise in average weekly earnings. 

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION. Employment rose 
2.6% from February to March to an estimated 97,700 
workers. Compared to a year earlier, employment was 
up' 17.1%. 

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. Em- 
ployment remained steady from mid-February to mid- 
March; however, it was 5.9% above-a year earlier. In 
public utilities, pay rolls slipped 1.9% from February 
to 29.7% above March 1947. Increased weekly hours 
(14.1%) and hourly earnings (22.9%) pushed weekly 
earnings 40.2% above a year earlier. 

FINANCE AND SERVICE. Employment stepped up 
1.5% over February and 8.3% above March 1947. An 
estimated 289.500 workers were employed in Texas 
finance and service establishments. 





Firms cooperating with the Bureau of Business 
Research and the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics 
in the employment statistics program may continue 
to receive the Texas Business Review, in addition to 
the SUPPLEMENT, upon request. 











CHANGES IN PAY ROLLS IN SPECIFIED NONMANUFAC- 
TURING INDUSTRIES IN TEXAS* 














Number Percent change 
reporting Mar. 1948 Mar. 1948 
Industry establish- from from 
ments Mar. 1947 Feb. 1948 
National banks 6 + 1.4 — 4.7 
Brokerage 4 +10.3 +28.3 
Crude petroleum productiony 40 +19.5 — 6.1 
Dyeing and cleaningt : 11 + 3.0 + 1.2 
Hotels 15 + 7.2 — 2.1f 
Insurance . 107 +12.2 — 2.5 
Quarryingt 11 +25.7 + 7.0 
Public utilities 202 +29.7 — 1.9 
Retail trade 372 + 8.6 0.0 
Wholesale trade . 148 + 3.2 — 12 
Laundries} ie : 8 —16.4 — 1.3 








*Figures do not cover proprietors, firm members, officers of corpora- 
tions, or other principal executives. 

tFigures cover production workers only. 

tCash payments only; the additional value of board, room, and tips 
cannot be computed. 





HOURS AND EARNINGS IN TEXAS* 








Average Average hourly Average weekly earnings Percent change 
weekly hours earnings (in cents) (in dollars ) Mar. 1948 from Mar. 1947 





Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Weekly Hourly Weekly 
Industry 1948 1947 1948 1947 1948 hours earnings earnings 








MANUFACTURING 
Durable goods: 

Iron and _ steel ‘ eer . 3 41.5 < 05 43.01 
Gray iron and semi-steel castings 5.$ 88.2 2. 36.69 
Fabricated structural and ornamental 

50.95 45.38 

Power boilers / 50.88 48.43 

Other = 7 : t 22.3 : 49.37 41.59 


metalwork 


Machinery, except electrical oe ore 42.5 6 50.47 46.27 


Oil field equipment 28. 51.91 47.62 
Industrial equipment = . 45.94 45.44 
Other : ste , f 61.58 44.82 
Nonferrous metals = ee : 54.47 54.76 
Smelting and refining : ss 55.05 58.61 
All other nonferrous metals__.__ g 51.54 46.86 
Lumber and timber siaidliseib 8 38.57 37.30 
Saw mills : ' 37.98 34.56 
Planing mills J 39.07 40.07 
Furniture and finished lumber__.____ 85. 35.83 36.11 
Furniture — pias ‘ 3.7 35.35 35.98 
Other Ee eee é ‘ $6.02 36.19 


Stone, clay, and glass 39.23 37.02 
Cement a 41.90 41.21 
Brick and tile : 2. 30.02 28.78 
Other 5 cates mA 44.7 42.35 40.99 

Other durable goods - 39.3 38.5 37.é 25.7 53.96 48.02 
Nondurable goods: 

Textiles . 41.74 36.42 
Cotton textile mills 42.47 38.32 
Other . . 18.28 $4.36 

26.98 26.39 


Men’s clothing 26.86 23.26 
Women’s clothing 37 2.5 27.48 26.75 
Other 38.9 l 26.49 28.90 


Apparel 


Food . ‘ ae : 2.3 1.5 102.3 7.0 43.2: 38.72 
44.10 


36.28 


tr 


Slaughtering and meat packing 
Ice cream ‘é : 
Grain mill products 39. 46.0 93.7 . 43.01 
Baking : ; 44.7 45.9 4. 32.5 2.24 42.46 
Confectionery of 41.3 50.8 48.; f 19.95 
3everages 0. 43. 82. 2. 6 31.64 
Ice ‘ = . 44. 5.6 38. -67 30.57 
Other a 42.4 3. 3. A 7.95 44,44 


_ 


- ro we 


_ 


Paper 10.$ 1.4 97.5 0 9.88 41.81 


Paper boxes and containers 40. ‘ 96.5 91.2 39.5 37.39 
Other 42. 41.7 5 46.16 
Printing and publishing 39.7 4 35. 3 5.66 52.92 
Newspaper publishing 37.6 34 93. 73 59.09 
Commercial printing 44. 41. -f 57.46 45.75 
Other 10.6 3.8 - Z Bi 51.33 
Chemicals e 13.5 45. 23.§ 1 f 58.42 
Synthetic Rubber 40.1 3s B 92 58.55 
Industrial chemicals 11.6 ‘ 147.4 J 65.17 
Cotton oil mills 52.2 53.1 71.5 34.83 
Other aa 42.0 11.5 128.2 53.84 49.72 
Petroleum refining : 39. 168.2 52.5 6. 59.40 
Other nondurable goods 13 4: 82.6 i 5.5% 36.93 
NONMANUFACTURING 
Crude petroleum production+ 39.5 39.5 169.1 -79 59.49 0 
Dyeing and cleaning+ 43.6 48. 82.2 63.9 35.84 30.93 9 
Hotels a 1.7 50.3 52.6 $6.3 21.93 18.26 - | 
Laundriest 46.1 46.4 48.9 49.8 22.54 28.11 6 
Public utilities 40.5 35. 121.3 98.7 49.18 85.04 +- 14.1 
Quarryingt 42.2 38.5 180.2 122.7 54.94 47.78 + 8.5 
Retail trade 40.9 41.2 82.1 75.7 33.58 31.19 - -f 
Wholesale trade he pre 42.1 43.£ 92.5 89.6 38.94 38.98 - 3.2 i 











*Figures do not cover proprietors, firm members, officers of co i i i i i 
7 . rporations, or other principal . Manufacturing d 
and related workers; nonmanufacturing data cover all employees except as noted. 4s eiariemtien re ini ha 
tFigures cover production workers only. 





